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e0al: OO 000 hic samples/month
O (@ ‘chemical/rad samples/month

rax event is benchmark
f_;—: Urrent capability varies with agent
= "”"5 Very limited for some agents

® Delayed response/recovery times for
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Northeast Southeast Central Southwest Pacific
Regional Regional Regional Regional Regional
Coordination Coordination Coordination Coordination Coordination
Center Center Center Center Center

Jamaica, NY Athens, GA St Paul, MN Denver, CO Alameda, CA




a.’r C -a’torles representing 50 State PuUerto Rico
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d Emergency Response N
Federal, State, and Local Laboratories

Northeast Region (13)
A -represents RCC: Jamaica, NY
Pacific Region (32) Regional Coordination (Temp located Rockville, MD)
RCC: Alameda, CA Centers -

Alaska (2)
Arizona (2)
California (15)
Hawaii (2)
Idaho (3)
Montana (2)
Nevada (1)
Oregon (1)
Washington (4)

— [

Colorado (3)
lowa (3)
Kansas (2)
Missouri (3)
Nebraska (1)
New Mexico (1)
Oklahoma (1)
Texas (5)

Utah (2)
Wyoming (1)

| Southwest Region (24)

Southeast Region (27)
RCC: Athens, GA

Alabama (2)
Florida (7)
Georgia (7)

Louisiana (1)
Mississippi (1)
North Carolina (3)
South Carolina (2)
Puerto Rico (3)
Tennessee (2)

Connecticut (1)
Maine (1)
Massachusetts (3)
New Hampshire (1)
New York (6)
Rhode Island (1)
Vermont (1)

Central Region (33)
RCC: St. Paul, MN

Delaware (1)
llinois (4)
Indiana (1)
Kentucky (1)
Maryland (5)
Michigan (3)
Minnesota (3)
New Jersey (2)
North Dakota (1)
Ohio (3)
Pennsylvania (4)
South Dakota (2)
Virginia (1)
West Virginia (1)
Wisconsin (1)
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Bhemical Laboratory Participan
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ratories shown have sati'%ﬁe-tﬂrily completed the FERN Laboratory

ation Checklist and will be eligible for State Cooperative Agreements
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Pacific RCC “’ Northeast RCC
24 Laboratories ' ,'4 11 Laboratories
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Southeast RCC
21 Laboratories
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18 Laboratories
Central RCC

20 Laboratories
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“’ Northeast RCC
A;A 9 Laboratories
L

Southeast RCC
20 Laboratories
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_ 2talling minimum standards
_-f‘l.zm@_tnods provide consistent repeatable results
§ ethod Validation SOP - Chem and Micro

= FERN! Methods have also been shared with LRN
(approved FERN-LRN Shigella method)




Cife ic. CD,mmUDIC

pture and‘em.hge mechanismi fior the FERN is
onic Laboratony Exchange Network (eLEXN ET).

XNET for Collaboration & Data Sharing:

atlonal Program; Ofifices share current infermation,
='r"mnutes documentation, and guidance info

--E, ﬁSubcommltteeS conduct discussions, disseminate
ormatlon and develop documentation
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— 113 Lab Participants can review information on samples that
have been submitted by eLEXNET’s participating labs

— FERN Proficiency & Surveillance Assignments: FERN related
data captured/reported independently




UBDA, FSIS, FERN Division
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VIt loglcal Inreat Agents.
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_,‘__J,?-.; "* FERN cooperative agreements
-—{arget State, Local, and tribal FERN labs
: -: _' ~ — augment micro threat agent testing capacities

— expand numbers of member laboratories able to
perform threat agent testing

e 18 Cooperative Agreements-FY 05/06
® Cooperative Agreements funding for FY 06/07
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> The 'f]r:;"“' RN Surveillance assignment was
[SSUEGC J September 3, 2004 to 40 FERN
Jrloorru'e les

=== Food Security Surveillance Assignment
_—,ﬁ—: SSA) was issued October 12, 2004 to 9 FDA, 3
~ ESIS and 4 State FERN labs. This assignment
iIncluded chemical and microbiological testing of
high: priority food matrixes.
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e Inters tate Travel Program (ITFP)rwas Issued on May.
3, 2005 1 (o) 5 EDA lals, 3 ESIS and 5 State FERN labs.
Trig iF P v as the integration of Food Defense into an

ruJJJ; ent. This assignment included chemical and

MIcHo lologlcal testing of aircraft water.
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55;—' *The EERN Import Produce Food Defense Assignment

~ issued on November 4, 2005 to 12 FERN laboratories

- (including FDA, FSIS, and state labs). The assignment
Incorporated all of the 8 chemistry cooperative

agreement laboratories.
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SENIotall Diet Study Feod Defense Assignment Was
BENEd o July! 6, 2006 to 15 FERN laboratories (FDA,
ESIS rne [state). This assignment provided an
JOOO{EE Ity to allow the laboratories to work with food
et ‘types that have not been sampled in previous
fejeef ﬂefense assignments.
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;:' T_he Food Defense Surveillance Assignment (FDSA)

~ issued March 5, 2007. All participating laboratories are
EERN lals. The assignment will focus on school central
kitchens, food service, retail and warehouses in addition
to food processors.
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1 € 00d defense awareness in SPECITfiC
segments as well as the FDA and
eld staff and the State and local

Demonstrate a coordinated system during a
perlod of heightened alert and demonstrate
targeted preventive activities at various points
In the food supply chain;
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\/J rf"- by ExXercising existing Infrastructure
ederal State and local levels;
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' ,.Ujullze Food Emergency Response Network

~ (FERN) laboratories to function as an
Integrated network in order to ensure that
they can operate effectively during a food risk
Incident;
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mple feods for microbialland chemical contaminants
el rfj ‘assessments have indicated are the most
Elyfioierused as agents for Intentionally

ie matlng these foods, exposing the FERN labs to
-'*panded list of food/agent combinations and;
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‘“ldentlfy gaps In the system for responding to a period
—--‘*‘“— - of Increased food risk so that they may be addressed
to ensure seamless integration of food defense
activities across Federal, State and local agencies and

1o enhance preparedness in the future
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USDA-FSISHOES) FERN I 3: LOIS Blojt
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EDASIS-OPHS - - Randal LLayton, DVM 706-546-
3572 rrlrJerl] lr Uﬁ@fSIS usda.gov
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USDr\‘::‘LJ‘JﬁC -HS ' Steve Benson 706-546-3564
even.be )eNnsc @f5|s.usda.qov
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HHS_J:DA ORA Carl Sciacchitano 301-827-
ﬂ? carl.sciacchitano@fda.hhs.gov

-« DHHS-FDA-ORA Vacant
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