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Analysis, Answers, Action

“Take interest, I implore you, in those sacred dwellings 
which are designated by the expressive term: laboratories. 
Demand that they be multiplied; that they be adorned. 
These are the temples of the future…temples of well being 
and happiness. There it is that humanity grows greater, 
stronger, better.”

- Louis Pasteur



Vision
A healthier world through
quality laboratory practice.

Mission
To promote the role of public health 
laboratories in shaping national and global 
health objectives, and to promote policies, 
programs, and technologies which assure 
continuous improvement in the quality of 
laboratory practice and health outcomes.
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Public Health Programs
• Emergency Preparedness & Response

– LRN
• Environmental Health

– Environmental Labs
– Newborn Screening & Genetics

• Infectious Diseases
– Food Safety
– HIV, TB & STDs
– Flu, EIDs

• Strategic Initiatives & Research
– Informatics
– Knowledge Management
– Surveys

• Laboratory Systems and Standards
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Committees
• Emergency Preparedness 

and Response
• Environmental Health
• Food Safety
• Global Health
• Infectious Diseases

– TB SC
– HIV SC
– STD SC
– Influenza SC
– Molecular SC

• Informatics
• Knowledge Management
• Laboratory Systems and 

Standards
• Membership and 

Recognition
• Newborn Screening and 

Genetics
• Public Policy
• Workforce

* Many have subcommittees
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APHL FY11 Legislative Priorities

• Preparedness
• Infectious Diseases

– Epi Lab Capacity
– Food Safety
– TB/HIV/TB

• Environmental Health
– Biomonitoring
– Newborn Screening

• Electronic Lab Messaging
• Health Reform
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Information & Resources

• Web/Communication
– Member-only web content (e.g. protocols, survey data)
– Listservs & Web boards
– Email Communications

• Publications
– Lab Matters
– E-Update
– Promotional Brochures

• Survey/Data Collection
– Issue Briefs
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APHL/CDC TB Lab Services Survey
• Future of TB Laboratory Services recommendation -2004

• Comprehensive national assessment of available TB 
laboratory services in order to fully understand laboratory 
capabilities and capacities of jurisdictional laboratory 
networks.

Results will be used to:

• Identify gaps /Develop appropriate interventions

• Identify opportunities to strengthen TB systems 
– improving intra- and extra- laboratory communication; ordering  and 

reporting mechanisms; 

– referral systems.
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APHL/CDC TB Lab Services Survey
• Process to date

– Funding identified
– Workgroup convened August 2009
– Clinical, commercial, public health , CDC input
– Survey development complete

• 118 Questions, 11 sections
• The number of questions depends on the level of services provided; 

Target labs identified
– OMB approval
– Beta tested
– In beta testing the survey took an average of 60 minutes to complete

• Launch  September 2010
– electronic survey via email; a pdf version also available
– all U.S. commercial, clinical and public health laboratories 

that perform any level of TB testing



Analysis, Answers, Action

APHL/CDC TB Lab Services Survey

How PHLs Can Help

• Complete the survey when it arrives in your lab.

• Promote the survey to clinical and commercial 
laboratories in your jurisdiction 
– APHL will provide promotional tools including flyers and 

letters 

– Promotional tools will be available on aphl.org later this 
summer
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TB 
Self-Assessment 
Tool

v. 1995
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www.aphl.org/tbtool

http://www.aphl.org/tbtool�
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Core Functions
Document
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International TB related Activities

• PEPFAR/GAP
– APHL Global Health Program

• WHO- Global Lab Initiative



Analysis, Answers, Action

Other APHL TB Resources
• Laboratory Upgrade Component of the TB Cooperative 

Agreement – Data Templates and Checklists Available on 
APHL’s website

• APHL’s TB Resources Page: 
www.aphl.org/aphlprograms/infectious/tuberculosis/pages/default.aspx
– The Core TB Services of Public Health Laboratories
– The Future of TB Laboratory Services
– TB DST Expert Panel Meeting Summary Report
– Sputum Collection Guidelines
– TB Conference Proceedings

Make a Suggestion! – Let us know what other resources 
you would like to see APHL develop  or provide

http://www.aphl.org/aphlprograms/infectious/tuberculosis/pages/default.aspx�
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Questions

• Kelly Wroblewski  (kelly.wroblewski@aphl.org)
– Manager, HIV, Hepatitis, STD & TB Programs

• Shari Shea (sharon.shea@aphl.org)
– Director, Infectious Diseases and Food Safety

• Rosemary Humes (roseamry.humes@aphl.org)
– Senior Advisor, Scientific Affairs

mailto:kelly.wroblewski@aphl.org�
mailto:sharon.shea@aphl.org�
mailto:roseamry.humes@aphl.org�
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