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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to St. Louis where this week Laboratory Science and Public Health Meet. We last met in St. Louis in 2008, which was before H1N1, MERS, Ebola and Zika. How time flies when you’re responding to public health events! It’s a pleasure to see so many familiar faces in the audience. How many veteran annual meeting attendees do we have here? Raise your hand if you’ve attended 5 meetings? 10? 15? 20? More? A special welcome to our ELP class and alumni. This is the 10-year anniversary of the Emerging Leader Program.  We’ve had 110 graduates over the last decade, including our incoming president. 96 continue to work in the PHL system. Could the current ELP cohort and alumni, please stand. I’d also like to welcome our fellows. Are there AR fellows here? Please stand. Bioinformatics fellowsNBS fellowsLLS fellowsOther fellowsNow all those who have jobs, please sit down. Take a look at those who are still standing. They are your prime job candidates. See where they are and grab them – gently -- after this session.I hope you have had a chance to see some of St. Louis.  And if you’ve noticed some crazed inhabitants of St. Louis, here’s the reason.
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Presentation Notes
Game 4 of the 2019 Stanley Cup Playoffs will be tonight. I am sorry to announce that the APHL box suite at the Enterprise Center here in downtown St. Louis will be fully occupied by Bill Whitmar of Missouri and Sandy Smole of Boston, MA.



#NHL #APHL
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There are plenty of restaurants and bars that you can go to watch tonight’s game. If you are active on Twitter maybe you can hastag both NHL and APHL. Who knows, this might be a way in which we bridge the gap between hockey fans and public health laboratories?



Digital Day of Action:
June 3, 2019
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Presentation Notes
As I’m sure you know, APHL has joined with three other sponsoring organizations -- the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), the National Association for Public Health Statistics and Information Systems (NAPHSIS), and Healthcare Information & Management Systems Society (HIMSS) to launch a campaign to secure $1 billion over the next decade to modernize public health surveillance at CDC, and through it, surveillance at state, local and territorial health departments. This funding would also support efforts to train, recruit and retain data scientists. Today is our Digital Day of Action. This is our chance to speak up for public health surveillance capacity.  And if we don’t, who will?  Though we in public health find data to be incredibly sexy, most people don’t share this view. And what they know of surveillance is related to monitoring of activities unrelated to public health. 



What We’re Asking For: 
$1 billion in federal funds to modernize 
public health surveillance at CDC, state 
and local health departments.

Why: If not us, who?

How: http://bit.ly/YourVoiceForData
Visit the APHL Experience!

ACT FOR DATA TODAY!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I understand that some of you, as government employees, may have concerns about contacting your legislators. Let me assure you that it is perfectly legal for you to do so as a private citizen. And we have made the process easy: you enter your zip code to find your legislators, type in your name and personal email address, review the pre-written letter, modify it if you wish, and hit “send.” That’s it. The whole process will take less than 5 minutes on your cell phone or better yet, come to the APHL experience and use our laptop!

http://bit.ly/YourVoiceForData


WHAT’S NEW THIS
YEAR?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As always, it’s been a busy year at APHL with more achievements than I could possibly describe here, at least, without putting you to sleep. So I’ve selected a just a couple of accomplishments from each program for this brief survey of aphl activities since we last met in Pasadena. 



1000+ 
Members!



www.aphl.org

MEMBER SUPPORT & ENGAGEMENT

• $10 million in lab funding 
• Equipment & supply 

discounts 
• 500+ on ColLaborate
• 200+ members on 

committees, workgroups, 
taskforces, etc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Support: In 2018, direct funding to member labs totaled nearly $10 million dollarsContinued to negotiate with corporate members for discounts on lab supplies and equipment. Recently one corporate member (Waters Corporation) began offering a 42% discount on environmental testing equipment and service contracts. That’s a savings of up to $250,000 for member labs if you were purchasing the largest equipment.  Another company, Sciex, also offers a generous 38% discount.  Not bad!!over 500 members on ColLaborate with 2,569 discussion posts since our last annual meetingover 200 members serve on committees, subcommittees, workgroups and taskforces.



www.aphl.org

Find this via My APHL



www.aphl.org

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since our last annual meeting, APHL has offered 113 professional development opportunities – trainings, webinars, conferences, etc. – reaching 6820 attendees with15,249 CEUs awarded.Our fellowships continue to flourish with programs in antimicrobial resistance, environmental public health, infectious diseases, bioinformatics and -- the latest addition -- newborn screening bioinformatics. A new core curriculum helps fellows to build leadership and managerial skills.  



www.aphl.org

Opioids Task Force 
Training, technical guidance, 
collaboration, information 

National Biomonitoring Network 
14 members + 3 under review

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
APHL launched an Opioids Task Force to build environmental health lab capability for opioid testing and surveillance of non-fatal opioid overdoses. Already the Task Force has a full agenda with plans to develop training, technical guidance, collaboration and information sharing. To support these efforts, APHL provided input to Federal legislation authorizing up to $15 million/year for a new CDC initiative to help public health labs improve their opioid-testing capability. In other environmental work, the APHL-sponsored National Biomonitoring Network has taken off this year. It now has 14 state members (AR, AZ, IA, MA, MN, NH, NJ, NM, NY, RI, SC, UT, WA, WI) with three more states under review (NC, VA, VT).  



www.aphl.org

• PulseNet
• Lab Curriculum 

Framework & 
Key Competencies

FOOD SAFETY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Food Safety, APHL managed the transition of PulseNet to WGS technology. This entailed training of the lab and epi workforce, regularly communication with stakeholders; and developing and implementing a quality assurance program. What’s the benefit from conversion to WGS? WGS provides the same data in a single test as could formerly be obtained by two people each performing ~2-4 tests using older methods. And the results: As of May, 48 states (55 labs) have been certified to conduct WGS testing and 50 states (64 labs) have converted to BioNumerics 7.6 for analysis of WGS data. We also were awarded a 5-year, $3.75 million Cooperative Agreement with FDA to develop and deliver competency based training for regulatory food scientists. Thus far we’ve worked with AFDO), AAFCO and the International Food Protection Training Institute to design a laboratory curriculum framework and key competencies for entry-level scientists. Association of Food and Drug Officials, Association of American Feed Control Officials 



www.aphl.orgGLOBAL HEALTH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Mozambique, continued expansion of remote test order entry application has drastically reduced the turnaround time between test request and receipt of test result, from an average of 74 days per specimen to 16 days. To date, over 150 sites have been connected with the application and over 500 health facilities use this system for viral load sample referral. In Zimbabwe, APHL purchased 65 motorbikes to transport specimens to “super labs” for advanced testing. Soon viral load and HIV strain data will travel back to the originating clinics electronically via an informatics tool that APHL has developed. Nearly half a million patients—out of 850,000 needing viral load testing—are served by the super labs. Among those with access to advanced HIV testing, viral suppression is at 85%.We have learned that it is highly likely that our work will end in Zimbabwe as the PEPFAR program transitions to local groups moving forward.  We can be proud of the work that we have accomplished there and elsewhere around the globe.



www.aphl.org

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In ID, APHL was on the road this year.In collaboration with CDC, it convened a Laboratory Impact Workshop in Johannesburg for labs participating in the Global Health Security Agenda. Attendees from 22 countries in Asia and Africa received training in diagnostics, data management, specimen transport and other critical areas. In March, APHL co-sponsored the 2019 HIV Diagnostics Conference, leading the scientific planning committee. Over 375 attendees heard the latest data on test performance data, best practices, and implementation of testing algorithms for HIV, HCV and STDs. The HIV conference was followed in APHL by the 11th National Conference on Laboratory Aspects of TB in April which was co-located with the National TB Conference. For those interested in discussing highlights from these meetings, there will be a roundtable on Wednesday morning.   



www.aphl.org

Submit Your Conference Name Ideas: 
bit.ly/APHL-ID-Meeting

New ID Meeting Coming Your Way…
…but it needs a name!

Presenter
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And we’re adding a new Infectious disease focussed conference that will share innovations in public health lab science across all pathogens and methodologies. Other available conferences either focus on a single or small set of pathogens or are more academically or clinically focused. The new conference will allow our community to learn from one another and will draw like-minded academic and clinical partners to share how new technologies and approaches can be leveraged to improve the public’s health. What’s more, the conference will provide another venue where members can present their work. Every year we are forced to cut many excellent annual meeting session proposals simply because there aren’t enough time slots in the schedule.To get the conference started, we’re kicking off a naming competition. The winner gets free registration and travel to the new event. 



www.aphl.org

INFORMATICS

AIMS Platform: 
• 18 applications, stand-alone web portal for AR lab data 
• Business model in development   
• Self-service resources for hospitals to connect to AIMS for 

electronic case reporting in development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Turning to informatics, Ten years after its launch, AIMS continues to reign as the hub for data management and messaging services serving the public health community and its data exchange partners. The platform has 18 separate applications with more being added, and a new, stand-alone web portal that is routing antimicrobial resistance lab data to CDC.  I am also pleased to report that we have secured resources to develop a business model to guide the future of the platform. we are creating self-service resources for hospitals to connect to AIMS for electronic case reporting. Once they are connected to AIMS, we can re-use that connectivity to build other services like Electronic Test Orders and Results (ETOR) between PHLs and hospitals. In addition, 2 state PHLs are connecting to hospitals using AIMS: FL lab is in production with a hospital, and GA lab is in an early phase of development. Eventually the goal is bi-directional data exchange between PHLs and all 5500 hospitals in the US. ETOR enables labs and health care providers to exchange standardized test orders and results across different facilities and electronic information systems. ETOR benefits: Results can be viewed in near real-time leading to faster treatment. Providers send data that is already in their system. No data has to be duplicated and entered on the laboratory side. Because the test order typically arrives before the sample, labs are able to prepare, schedule and determine needs in advance.



www.aphl.orgINSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH
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Presentation Notes
APHL:Re-designed the Member Resource Center (MRC) as a visual and searchable document library with options to sort resources by topic, year and document type.Updated clinical test module, equipment lists and newly developed reporting and visualization features for the PHLSD. 44 state PHLs have submitted or are in the process of submitting data to the database. Supported three new self-directed regional networks: Midwest, Four Corners and Central Plains, and Pacific Rim network shown here at a meeting in Hawaii. Network participation expanded across 46 states plus multiple local PHLs and Guam.



NEWBORN SCREENING 
& GENETICS
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APHL is also working with partners to reauthorize the NBS Saves Lives Act for another five years and with increased funding of $29,650,000. With more conditions expected to be added to the RUSP as a result of advances in newborn screening diagnostics and treatment, labs will need these resources to keep pace.   APHL provided $1.39 million to 17 state newborn screening programs to speed implementation of screening for one or more of three congenital disorders recently added to the RUSP:  X-linked adrenoleukodystrophy, Pompe disease and MPS I. Over the last two years, APHL successfully advocated for a $7.6 million increase in federal funding for CDC’s Newborn Screening Quality Assurance Program. 



PUBLIC HEALTH 
PREPAREDNESS & RESPONSE
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APHL was $15.2 million by CDC to provide staffing and equipment for hurricane-damaged public health labs in Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands and Houston. Since all the work must be completed by late 2020, this involves some intensive staff aerobics to meet all the requirements within the grant period.Here’s an example. There’s an urgent need for rabies treatment in Puerto Rico. It turned out that we could get the best price on rabies vaccines and human rabies immunoglobulin (HRIG) from a US-based company. Then we had to figure out how to get over 1,000 vials of rabies vaccines and over 700 vials of immunoglobulin to the island while maintaining the cold chain. This meant that the shipment could not be delayed in customs or anywhere else along the route. With support from the shipper and supplier and careful attention from APHL staff, the entire shipment arrived without mishap. As we plunged into one coag, we ended another. As our biosafety and biosecurity agreement came to a close, we completed a series of leadership workshops, expanded the biosafety mentoring program, and developed a series of biothreat agent bench cards for use by clinical laboratories.  Pic – Ed Kopp, biosafety outreach officer from FL dept of Health, Bureau of Labs, Tampa, demonstrates air flow in an air safety cabinet



COMING SOON…
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Now just one more minute on what’s coming up.  I could really go on and on but just a snapshot….



www.aphl.org

NEW PROJECTS
FOR OUR MEMBERS

Redesigned Survey Resource Center

Courses in Ethics and Lab Safety
Trainings in Legionellosis, Arboviral Serology

Updated LSIP Program 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a sampling of projects coming in the next A re-designed Survey Resource Center with new reporting and visualization capabilities, and a new structure for state lab profiles.Updated LSIP Program that will simplify the evaluation process, and assist state and local systems to adopt action plans for improvement. Development of courses in Ethics and Lab Safety under the Lab Curriculum FrameworkPlanning of new trainings in legionellosis and arboviral serology.And lots more,  plus… 



www.aphl.org

APHL CONFERENCE-TOPIA!
AMD 2-Day, 9/23-24/19

InFORM 2020, 3/9-12/20

Annual Meeting, 6/8-11/20

TBN ID Lab Meeting, August 
2020 

NBS Symposium, Fall 2020 
& then annually 

Presenter
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In September 2019, it’s the AMD 2-Day -- formerly AMD Day, now expanded -- in Atlanta. (Sept. 23-24)Then in March,  we have InFORM 2020 also – where else? -- in Atlanta (Mar 9-12)Then there’s our APHL Annual Meeting in Portland, June 8-11.Our new TBN ID lab meeting is coming in August of next yearAnd then Looking ahead to the fall of 2020, plan on attending the NBS and Genetics Testing Symposium which I’m pleased to announce will now be an annual event. With rapid changes in diagnostic technologies, conditions recommended for screening, and associated policies, our scientists will benefit from more frequent meetings. 
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This ends my survey of where APHL has been in this last year and where we’re going in the next. I look forward to chatting with you over the next few days and learning what’s happening at your institutions. Our next session will start momentarily in this room.
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