
 

 

June 11, 2007 
 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
713 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Obama:  
 
The nation’s public health laboratories and their association, the Association of Public 
Health Laboratories (APHL), applaud the provisions of S. 1068, The Healthy Communities 
Act of 2007.  Passage of this legislation would greatly enhance our ability to measure and 
monitor levels of chemicals in the US population. It would particularly enhance our ability 
to assess exposures in at-risk subpopulations that have traditionally been neglected. 
 
Biomonitoring data are used at all levels of government to develop policies to protect 
public health. This represents a major step in the direction of preventing illness as opposed 
to the traditional approach of treating it once it occurs. Such a public health policy shift is 
expected to save taxpayer dollars with regard to healthcare costs.  
 
The National Center for Environmental Health (NCEH) at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention regularly publishes the Exposure Report on a few thousand people in the 
general population. This report greatly increases our understanding of human exposure to 
chemicals but cannot address at-risk subpopulations such as those that may live near a 
toxic waste site or minority populations. 
 
That is why state and local biomonitoring programs are needed and why the nation needs 
to develop this testing capacity and capability within state and local public health 
laboratories. 
   
Efforts to expand biomonitoring programs beyond traditional lead poisoning programs are 
long overdue. With the daily barrage of chemicals to which we are exposed, comes the 
duty to uncover unacceptable risks and ‘hot spots’ where public health and safety may be 
at risk. Time and again we have found that chemicals which were claimed to be safe and 
which were thought not to persist in the environment or to enter the human body, in fact 
were persisting, were found in our bodies, and were associated with health risk(s). This 
was the case with lead, dioxins, DDT, and now it appears to be the case with perchlorate, 
flame retardants and others. 
 
APHL worked closely with NCEH to launch the State Public Health Laboratory 
Biomonitoring Planning and Implementation Grant Program to help build biomonitoring 



 

 

capacity for public health laboratories across the nation.  The program distributed $5 
million to 25 applicants (including 33 states), several of which represented multi-state 
consortia.  Although the CDC grants afforded most states the necessary funding required 
for planning their biomonitoring programs, additional resources were only allocated to two 
states and one consortium of states to implement their plans.  The amount of federal 
funding available to these grantees has now decreased so much as to challenge the 
sustainability of these programs. Furthermore, states lacking any biomonitoring funding 
are barely able to respond to concerns of their citizens regarding exposures in their 
neighborhoods. 
 
S. 1068, with its intent to build public health laboratory biomonitoring capacity and 
establish Health Action Zones, and its strong focus on Environmental Health Research, 
presents a tremendous opportunity for the state and local government to more effectively 
address chronic and disparate health needs. Although biomonitoring funds have been 
virtually non-existent, collaboration-building has continued to take place across the nation.  
With the provision of additional resources and infrastructure proposed in S. 1068, existing 
collaborations can be strengthened, new partnerships made, and advancements in 
environmental and public health achieved.   
 
The use of funds to build public health laboratory biomonitoring testing capacity and 
capability would also boost existing capacity for chemical terrorism preparedness and 
serve to improve states’ ability to respond to chemical events. 
 
Once again, the nation’s public health laboratories and APHL fully support S. 1068, The 
Healthy Communities Act of 2007, and we look forward to working with you to secure its 
passage.  Please feel free to contact me, or APHL’s Executive Director Scott J. Becker, at 
240.485.2745 (scott.becker@aphl.org), should you have any questions on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
William Becker, DO MPH 
President 
Association of Public Health Laboratories 
 
Clinical Associate Professor 
Department of Pathology 
Ohio State University 
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