
Environmental Laboratories
Public environmental laboratories assure the safety of our water, soil and air. Regulators, 
lawyers, policymakers and health officials use their data to understand whether laws 
are being violated, whether our health is threatened and when to take action. Unlike 
commercial laboratories who answer to stockholders or a board, public laboratories serve 
the public. Such a mission means increased expectations, particularly during emergency 
events such as the Elk River, West Virginia spill or the impacts following Superstorm Sandy.

APHL serves as the organizational nexus 
for communication, training and policy for 
environmental laboratories.
• Maintains strategic partnerships with a wide variety of entities 

and organizations (i.e., state environmental administrators, 
state health officials, drinking water administrators).

• Convenes the annual Government Environmental Laboratory 
Conference, a national meeting co-located with the APHL 
Annual Meeting.

• Disseminates relevant information via the Environmental 
Laboratory Newsletter and the Bridges periodical.

• Hosts three trainings annually to build competency of 
environmental laboratory professionals.

Learn more at 
www.aphl.org/EH

APHL is a home for environmental laboratories.

The Water Security Division in EPA’s Office of Ground Water and 
Drinking Water funds the Association of Public Health Laboratories  
(APHL) to provide a home for environmental laboratories and to 
enhance the capability and capacity of environmental laboratories 
in emergency response actions to water contamination events.

Recent work focuses on strengthening emergency preparedness 
and response within public environmental laboratories via 
communication and training. APHL regularly connects with more 
than 500 laboratorians across the country.

http://www.aphl.org/conferences/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aphl.org/conferences/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aphl.org/AboutAPHL/publications/Pages/Bridges-Archive.aspx
http://www.aphl.org
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APHL promotes and discusses 
unique challenges faced by public 
environmental laboratories.
• Raises awareness of environmental laboratory 

issues among key partners and policymakers. 

• Increases the visibility and value of the 
environmental laboratory community.

• Shapes policies that build environmental 
laboratory capacity and increase efficiency.

• Responds to member laboratory needs.

• Increases competency within the workforce.

• Serves as a liaison between laboratories and EPA.

Ultimately, these activities support the 
improvement of environmental laboratory 
practice. Past activities include:
• Organizing and conducting the Government 

Environmental Laboratory Conference 
(co-located with the APHL Annual Meeting). 

• During the Gulf Coast oil spill, bringing together 
scientists from member laboratories, the FDA, 
CDC, NOAA, EPA and AOAC to discuss the best 
approaches to analyzing samples. Due to such 
discussions, new and faster methods were 
proposed, quickly tested and approved.

• Providing traineeship opportunities for 
laboratorians to attend meetings they otherwise 
would not have been able to attend.

http://qrs.ly/nx3yzzx
http://qrs.ly/2u3yzzw

