
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 5, 2014 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Today, I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed emergency 
appropriations request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 that includes 
$6.18 billion to implement a comprehensive strategy to contain 
and end the Ebola outbreak at its source in Africa, enhance 
domestic preparedness, speed the procurement and testing of 
vaccines and therapeutics, and accelerate global capability to 
prevent the spread of future infectious diseases. 

The request includes $4.64 billion for immediate needs and 
$1.54 billion in contingency funding to ensure that there are 
resources available to respond to the evolving epidemic both 
domestically and internationally. This funding structure was 
used by the Congress in 2009 for the emergency supplemental for 
the HlNl pandemic influenza. 

My foremost priority is to protect the health and safety of 
Americans, and this request supports all necessary steps to 
fortify our domestic health system and prevent any outbreaks at 
home. Over the longer term, my Administration recognizes that 
the best way to prevent additional cases at home will be to 
contain and eliminate the epidemic at its source in Africa. 

Specifically, the request includes resources for domestic 
hospital and State and local preparedness; resources to support 
training as well as the acquisition of appropriate protective 
equipment; medical and non-medical management of Ebola treatment 
units and community care centers; infection control; contact 
tracing; laboratory capacity; disease surveillance; emergency 
operation centers; education and outreach; burial teams; 
addressing food insecurity and other adverse impacts of the 
outbreak in affected areas; and testing and development of new 
vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics. 

The request also includes resources to strengthen global health 
security by reducing risks to Americans by enhancing the 
capacity of vulnerable countries to prevent disease outbreaks, 
detect them early, and swiftly respond before they become 
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epidemics that threaten our national security. The Global 
Health Security Agenda will accelerate and expand international 
capabilities to deter infectious disease threats like Ebola, 
by: standing up emergency operations centers; providing 
equipment and training needed to test patients and report data 
in real-time; providing safe and secure laboratory capacity; and 
developing a trained workforce to track and end outbreaks before 
they become epidemics. These are the same activities that are 
necessary to combat the spread of Ebola and reduce the potential 
for future outbreaks of infectious diseases that could follow a 
similarly devastating, costly, and destabilizing trajectory. 

My Administration requests that the funding described above 
be designated as emergency requirements pursuant to 
section 25l(b) (2) (A) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as amended. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously in considering this 
important request, the details of which are set forth in the 
enclosed letter from the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 



tsnmate J~o. 4 
113th Congress, 2nd Session 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

THE DIRECTOR 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D. C . 20503 

November 5, 2014 

Submitted for your consideration is an emergency appropriations request to address the 
threat of Ebola and other infectious diseases. These funds are being requested to help end the 
Ebola epidemic in Africa, increase domestic preparedness, and accelerate global capability to 
prevent the spread of future infectious disease outbreaks before they become epidemics. 

This request provides $6.18 billion to fortify domestic public health systems, contain and 
mitigate the epidemic in Africa; speed the research, development, and procurement of vaccines 
and therapeutics; and strengthen global health security. Of the total request, $4.64 billion is 
requested for immediate response and $1.54 billion is requested as a Contingency Fund. Given 
the changing nature of the Ebola epidemic, the Contingency Fund is requested to ensure that 
there are resources available to meet unforeseen changes in the epidemic. If necessary, the 
Contingency Fund could support increased domestic efforts, such as additional border screening, 
an expanded response if the epidemic spreads to other countries or worsens in Guinea and Sierra 
Leone, and enhanced global health security efforts. 

To date, the Government-wide response has included the deployment of a U.S. Joint 
Force Command (JFC) and accompanying personnel to supplement our existing civilian effort. 
The JFC will allow us to leverage the military's unique rapid response capabilities in the areas of 
command and control, logistics, engineering, and training. We continue to press other countries 
to increase their international responses to the epidemic including contributions and to strengthen 
the capacity of the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER), which 
over time will assume many of the responsibilities that the JFC is now addressing. 

We are also focused on ensuring that sufficient resources and authorities exist to support 
a comprehensive approach to stemming this epidemic. Accordingly, this request would provide 
funding for: hospital and State and local preparedness; medical and non-medical management 
of Ebola treatment units and community care centers; infection control; contact tracing; 
laboratory capacity; surveillance; emergency operation centers; education and outreach; burial 
teams; addressing food insecurity and other adverse impacts of the outbreak in affected areas; 
and testing and development of new vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics. 

The amounts included in this request are requested to be designated as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 251(b) (2) (A) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, as amended (BBEDCA). 



The major categories of funding are highlighted below: 

Depaitment of Health and HLUnan Services (HH S) 

$2.43 billion is requested for the immediate response to prevent, prepare for, and respond 
to the Ebola outbreak and other infectious disease threats. The request includes funding for the 
following HHS operating divisions: 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The request includes $1.83 billion 
to prevent, detect, and respond to the Ebola epidemic and other infectious diseases and public 
health emergencies both at home and abroad for the following activities: 

• Fortify domestic public health systems and advance U.S. preparedness through the 
support of more than 50 Ebola Treatment Centers. 

• Procure personal protective equipment (PPE) for the Strategic National Stockpile. 
• Improve Ebola readiness within State and local public health departments and 

laboratories and increase monitoring of travelers, as well as purchase PPE for State 
and local health departments. 

• Increase support for monitoring of travelers at U.S. airports. 
• Control the epidemic in the hardest hit countries in Africa by funding activities 

including: infection control, contact tracing and laboratory surveillance and training; 
emergency operation centers and preparedness; and education and outreach. 

• Conduct evaluations of clinical trials in affected countries to assess safety and 
efficacy of vaccine candidates. 

• Establish global health security capacity in vulnerable countries to prevent, detect, 
and rapidly respond to outbreaks before they become epidemics by standing up 
emergency operations centers; providing equipment and training needed to test 
patients and report data in real-time; providing safe and secure laboratory capacity; 
and developing a trained workforce to track and end outbreaks before they become 
epidemics. These are the same activities that are necessary to combat the spread of 
Ebola and reduce the potential for future outbreaks of infectious diseases that could 
follow a similarly devastating, costly, and destabilizing trajectory. 

Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund. The request provides $333 million 
for the Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund (PHSSEF). The PHSSEF request 
includes $166 million to immediately respond to patients with highly-infectious diseases such as 
Ebola and support the purchase of and training on use of PPE. The request funds purchase and 
training on the use of PPE at hospitals around the Nation and includes resources to create more 
than 50 regional Ebola Treatment Centers. These Ebola Treatment Centers would be able to 
provide a higher level of definitive care in an isolated setting with point-of-care laboratory 
testing. 

In addition, the request includes $157 million for the Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Agency for immediate response to manufacture vaccines and synthetic therapeutics 
for use in clinical trials. The request also includes $10 million to aid in modeling and genetic 
sequencing of the Ebola virus. 

- 2 -


















































